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Life and Art without Boundaries
Visibility, Rights and Participation

NORDIC CONFERENCE

September 28, 2009

Introduction:
This conference is hosted by ´´Art Without Boundaries´´, which is an annual event in Iceland focusing on bringing the handicapped and general public together in art, where different groups and individuals join hands through culture as participants and audience in order to increase awareness and understanding between people of different abilities for the benefit of society as a whole.

The organizers of “Art Without Boundaries” are Landssamtökin Þroskahjálp (National organization of the handicapped), Öryrkjabandalag Íslands (The Organization of Disabled in Iceland), Fjölmennt (adult education for the handicapped), Átak (Association of the Mentally handicapped), and Hitt húsið (Youth Centre in Reykjavík).

This conference in organized in cooperation with the Nordic Council on Disability Policy and the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of Iceland, with the support of the Nordic Council of Ministers. The conference is held as part of the programme of Nordic Cooperation under the chairmanship of the Icelandic government in 2009.

Focus:
The conference will focus on three issues:

· The visibility and presentation of the handicapped in media and in culture in the Nordic countries.

· The importance of article 30 of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of Persons With Disabilities (‘Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport’). 

· “Art Without Boundaries” as a model for grass-roots participation of the handicapped in art and cultural events, that can be adopted locally or nationally in other Nordic countries.

Place and participation:

The conference will take place at Grand Hotel, Reykjavík, on September 28, 2009.

It will be open to all those who are interested in the issues under discussion, and should be of special interest to organizations of the handicapped in the Nordic countries, scholars and researchers, art and culture administrators as well as the general public.

There is no participation fee, but participants are required to register with the organizers:


REGISTRATION : http://www.eventure-online.com/eventure/welcome.do?type=participant&congress=69_9028&page=index

AGENDA
Chairman of the conference: 

Þuríður Backmann, Member of Althingi and 

Chairman of the Board of the Nordic Council on Disability Policy 

9:00   I.   
OPENING SESSION

 
Welcome





Þuríður Backmann, Chairman of the Conference

 

Opening address



Katrín Jakobsdóttir, Minister of Education, Science and Culture


 
Opening remarks



Tone Mørk, Director of Nordic Välfärdscenter 


9:30   II.  
THE VISIBILITY OF THE HANDICAPPED


The Interaction between Media, culture and Politics



Lars Grip, Journalist, Stockholm



Research on Representation in Swedish media, focus on Public Service 




Karin Ljuslinder, Professor at Umeå universitet 

10:20 – 10:40 COFFE BREAK



Disability and the Nordic Movie revisited



Friederike A. Hesselman, writer


 
The Invisible Minority



Sigrún Stefánsdóttir, Director of radio programming at RÚV 


 
Stuck in Stereotypes? The presentation of the handicapped in media


Panel Discussion: 
Lars Grip, Karin Ljuslinder, Friedrika Hässelman and 





Ingólfur Margeirsson.

12:10 – 13:10 LUNCH BREAK

13:10   III.  
UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH 



DISABILITIES


 
Article 30 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 


Disabilities



Guðmundur Magnússon, Vice-Chair of the Organization of the 




Disabled in Iceland (ÖBÍ) and representative in a committee preparing 




for Iceland’s ratification of the Convention   


 
The Importance of Cultural Activities in Modern Society



Karitas H. Gunnarsdóttir, Director, Dept. of Cultural Affairs,



Ministry of Education, Science and Culture

13:40   IV.  
“ART WITHOUT BOUNDARIES” AND OTHER EXAMPLES


 
Execution and development of “Art Without Boundaries”



Margrét M. Norðdahl, Project leader


 
Participants and Experiences



Speakers to be announced later
14:30 – 14:50 COFFE BREAK
Origin and Ideology of List ´´Art Without Boundaries´´ - Something for others?



Friðrik Sigurðsson, Director of Þroskahjálp

 
Dissimilis: From the Kitchen Table to the Opera*



Kai Zahl, founder of Dissimilis in Norway


 
Where do we go from here?


Panel Discussion:
Guðmundur Magnússon, Friðrik Sigurðsson, Kai Zahl
16:00   V.  
CLOSING SESSION


 
The Perfect Man: The Cultural Status of the Disabled



Ármann Jakobsson, Lecturer at University of Iceland 


 
Closing Summary



Þuríður Backmann, Chairman of the Conference 

- All of the lectures in icelandic will be translated.
EVENING THEATER SHOW
All guests are invited to Reykjavík City theatre (Borgarleikhúsið) at 20:00, 
in the evening of the 28th.  There a Norwegian group called Dissimilis will show us the piece 
´´ The four seasons´´ and two Icelandic theatre groups will perform.  

Please register if you will attend the show ( The link above). 
About Dissimilis:
Dissimilis Culture and Compentence Center was established in 1993. 

The aim of DCCC is to develop and supply professional competence within the area of creative activities for people with

“multiple learning problems”. The major focus is music orientated, but teaching of dance and drama is also offered. 

The major part of our work is for people with mental handicap, but demand and project experience has shown that our work has value also

for people with other special needs. At DCCC we have approximately 140 students.

Dissimilis organization has over 80 member-groups in Norway, as well as cooperation with similar centres in 14 different countries.

Dissimilis vision is to expand, and work for people right to develop through creative activities, despite learning problems and mental handicap, throughout the world.

About the show:
 “The four seasons” is a one act with 22 students from Dissimilis. 

They will invite us to a journey through the four seasons and their different characteristics. 

The optimistic spring, where everything’s growing and the waters purling.

Summertime, when the sun is shining and the birds are flying.

The autumn with it’s storms and cold shiver.

Winters sprinkling snow-angels, and maybe Santa’s coming too…

We all wish you a pleasant experience and a good show.

For more information: 

List án landamæra: www.listanlandamaera.blog.is
Dissimilis: www.dissimilis.no
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